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“This fire is going to spread in every direction of the compass depending 
on the terrain and the microclimate where the flames happen to be. ” 
Mark Brown, Thomas Fire operations chief and deputy chief of the Marin County Fire Department 
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Wally Skalij / Los Angeles Times 


Jeff Rodriquez (left) and son Casey help a friend move belongings after the Thomas Fire destroyed most 
of an apartment building in Ventura. The coastal community was hit hard by the blaze. 


With lull in winds, 
crews step up fight 


143,000-acre Thomas Fire taking aim at Santa Barbara 


By Lizzie Johnson, Peter 
Fimrite and Sophie Haigney 


LA CONCHITA, Ventura Coun- 
ty — Hoping to take advantage ofa 
lull in the wind, an army of fire- 
fighters in Southern California 
embarked on a major offensive 
Friday against seven fires that have 
carved paths of destruction be- 
tween Santa Barbara and San 
Diego. 

Fierce Santa Ana winds have 
been whipping flames through 
wildlands, densely populated 
neighborhoods and rural commu- 
nities all week and provoked two 
more fires in San Diego County 
over the past two days, but fire 
crews were waiting for their 
chance to pounce and took it Fri- 
day. 

“We're taking advantage of the 
lull in the wind and we are going 
with a direct assault,” said Fire 
Chief Jack Piccinini of the Rincon 
Valley and Windsor Fire Protec- 
tion District, and an incident com- 
mander on the Thomas Fire, which 
has burned 143,000 acres in Ventu- 
ra County and was heading toward 
Santa Barbara Friday afternoon. 

The Thomas Fire, which started 
Sunday night, is the largest of the 
fires that have scorched Ventura, 
Los Angeles and San Diego coun- 
ties. It was 10 percent contained 
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Friday as firefighters set about 
building firebreaks to pinch off the 
flames. 

Dozens of airplanes and helicop- 
ters dropped retardant, and bull- 
dozers dug trenches where fire- 
fighters planned to makea stand 
far in advance of the leading edge 
of the ferocious blaze, which was 
about 15 miles southeast of the 
beachside community of Santa 
Barbara around sunset. The fire 
has also encroached into Los Pa- 
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Firefighter Simon Garcia gets a hug from a woman after she arrived 
to find her house was intact in Fallbrook in San Diego County. 


dres National Forest from the east, 
west and north. 

Mandatory evacuations were in 
place in parts of Santa Barbara 
County, prompting President 
Trump to declare a federal state of 
emergency for the West Coast for 
the second time since almost two 
dozen fires raged through the 
Wine Country and other parts of 
Northern California in October, 
killing 44 people and destroying 

Fires continues on A8 


Ray of hope in Oakland, 
but strike on next week 


By Jenna Lyons 


The Oakland worker strike that 
has shut down most city services 


will stretch into next week, but a bit 
of progress was made Friday when a 


union said it was willing to engage 
in mediation after Mayor Libby 
Schaaf declared an impasse. 

“We reached out to City Negotia- 
tors to select a mutually agreeable 
mediator, despite the Mayor’s deci- 


sion to prematurely declare impasse 


in negotiations,” Rob Szykowny, 


chief negotiator for Service Employ- 


ees International Union Local 1021, 
said in a statement. 

The union had previously pro- 
posed informal mediation, but now 
says it is willing to go through the 
more formal process spelled out 
under impasse procedures. 


A union representative said work- 


ers will stay out on strike 


Labor continues on A7 


Officers’ 
cameras 
not used 
before 

shooting 


Police in Bayview chase 
failed to activate devices 
until fatal shot was fired 
By Evan Sernoffsky 


Neither police officer involved in the chase 
and killing of a carjacking suspect in San Fran- 
cisco’s Bayview neighborhood last week activat- 
ed his body-worn camera before the fatal shot 
was fired, officials said Friday, even though 
department policy requires officers to turn on 
the devices during vehicle chases. 

The failure of law enforcement officers to 
turn on their wearable cameras during critical 
situations has been a recurring issue in the Bay 
Area and around the country, eroding the value 
of technology that has pervaded police forces in 
the past decade. 

The Dec. 1 shooting of 42-year-old Keita 
O’Neil in San Francisco was captured on video 
despite the breakdown. That’s because the rook- 
ie officer who fired while riding in a cruiser 
with a training officer behind the wheel activat- 
ed his camera immediately after the shooting. 
The devices used in San Francisco have a “buf- 
fering” feature that captures the previous 30 
seconds — like a television DVR. 

However, no audio is captured in these 30 
seconds. The video was released Thursday by 
police. 

Police did not say whether the two officers 
had violated policy, citing an ongoing investiga- 
tion by the department as well as the dis- 
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House tax bill 
may be altered 
to ease burden 
on California 


By Carolyn Lochhead 


WASHINGTON — The 14 Republican mem- 
bers of California’s House delegation have 
enough votes among them to kill the $1.5 trillion 
tax bill now under negotiation in Congress, and 
GOP leaders are wrestling with possible in- 
creases in the deductions available for state and 
local taxes to keep them on board. 

Meanwhile, top California Democrats applied 
their own pressure this week, attacking the 
state’s 11 Republicans who voted for the House 
version of the tax bill that eliminated the popular 
deduction, a move that could cost some state 
taxpayers thousands of dollars and would impair 
the state’s and cities’ ability to raise taxes. 

Gov. Jerry Brown accused Republicans of 
“acting like a bunch of Mafia thugs” targeting 
rich, high-tax and largely Democratic states to 
redistribute money to Republican-leaning, low- 
tax states. 

And ina rare move, House Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi of San Francisco used her Thurs- 
day news conference to call out — by name — the 
11 California Republicans who voted for the 
House bill. 

“Eleven Republicans in California voted to do 
violence to the economy of our state,” Pelosi 

Taxes continues on A9 


Sports 


Stanton says no to Giants; 
Ohtani headed to Angels. B1 


Bay Area 


Dozens hurt when bus | 
crashes on S.F. freeway. C1 


Datebook 


Lego Grad Student’s work 
draws cult following. E1 
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